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Monk comes to rescue of sanctuary

Monday, August 23, 2010

This is Cornwall

Follow

A Westcountry animal sanctuary in dire financial straits may be saved from closure – by a nomadic Buddhist monk.

Kelsang Pawo is determined to raise funds to buy the Quality of Life Animal Sanctuary and ensure the future of its residents –
which include Britain's oldest horse.

1.

Lilly, a 52-year-old pony, is too old to be moved and faces an uncertain future if the 60-acre site in Holsworthy is forced to
close.

Pawo, who was ordained by the Dalai Lama, is touring the country from today and staging a series of "sit-ins" to draw
attention to the need for funds. The monk runs the Gesar Foundation, a children's charity which works with distressed or
traumatised youngsters.

The organisation has been bringing children to the animal sanctuary for several years where they spend time with animals
who also have a troubled past.

Pawo said: "I hope companies and individuals alike come forward to help.

"There are more than 300 animals at the centre and we need to save them. In addition, my own foundation needs to continue
its work with children on the site."

The elderly monk, who is a close friend of actor Ray Winstone, has no planned route for his fundraising tour and will hitch a
ride with anybody willing to take him to the next destination. He aims to raise enough money to buy the sanctuary for his
foundation, so animals in need can continue to find homes and troubled children are able to visit.

Debbie De Ste Croix, who runs the sanctuary with her family, said they have been struggling financially for years.
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"It would be terrible if we were forced to close, we have so many animals," she said.
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